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Inquisitive 
Intellects 
Helen Crane relates results of a 
search through Ames homes 
for household equipment 
W ITH the zeal of true detectives, two household equipment majors turned investigators last 
spring. While tracking down a special problem 
Caroline Palmer, '39, and Florence Pettigrew Han-
num, '39, interviewed 89 homemakers representing a 
cross section of the homes in Ames. The purpose 
of the problem was to make a survey of the use and 
distribution of small equipment. 
Personal data were gathered concerning each fam-
ily, additional help for the homemaker, size of home, 
number of rooms and occupation of the husband. 
The average number in a family was four persons. 
Equipment annoyances, suggestions for improve-
ment and frequency of use were recorded for various 
pieces of equipment. The reports showed that coffee 
makers give satisfactory service in 34 out of 37 homes. 
Objections included enamel chipping and difficulty 
in cleaning and in handling. One-third of the 80 
irons in use give unsatisfactory service because the 
cords show wear easily, the plug is too long, the iron 
is too heavy, the heating unit is slow and the thumb 
rest is beyond reach. Most complaints about the 
irons result from the women owning old style irons. 
The homemakers prefer light weight irons with auto-
matic controls. 
Less than half of the food mixers give unsatisfactory 
service. Homemakers complain that the mixers are 
difficult to hold and there is a real need for more 
attachments. Twenty-two corn poppers render ex-
cellent service. Four electric roasters are supplying 
their owners with efficient operation. 
In most cases the homemakers as yet do not use the 
mixer to the best advantage. Popcorn poppers are 
used often during the winter. Roasters are in 
frequent use because they offer additional cooking 
space. 
More than 74 toasters appear on the breakfast 
table six or seven times a week. Seven of the toasters 
are not proving satisfactory because all bread slices 
do not fit, the elements burn out easily and the bread 
is toasted too quickly. The women prefer automatic 
toasters. 
Toasters are used because of ease and small ex-
pense of operation. In Ames a 500 watt toaster costs 
one penny for every 48 minutes it is used. The 
waffle iron, the survey indicates, is more or less of a 
luxury in homes and is used but seldom. 
If vacuum cleaners could pick up threads and 
could be made lighter, eight Ames homemakers would 
be happier. Ten waffle irons are too slow, the grill 
crushes the waffle or the grids do not heat evenly. 
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